Family Readiness Support Council Meeting Minutes
Jan 21st 2010 / 1000-1130
ATTENDEES
Ms Karina Phillips – Chairperson, Marine Corps Family Team Building (MCFTB) Director

Mr. Michael Flanary – MCCS Director

Mr Vincent Negron- MCCS Deputy Director

Chaplain Weaver, MARFORCOM Chaplain

Chaplain Muehler, MCSFR Chaplain

Sgt Maj Farrell, EWTGLANT

1st Sgt McGhee, MCSFR

1st Sgt Warren, MCSFR

Mrs Barbara Natonski, MARFORCOM Family Readiness Advisor (FRA)
Mrs. Sue Morris, EWTGLANT FRA
Mrs. Anne Sloat, MCSFR FRA  

Ms. Arkesha Moses, 4th Supply Bn FRO

Mr Seth Johnson, MARFORCOM FRO

Mr. Del Kluball, MCSFR FRO

Ms. Alison Messick, MACS-24 FRO

GySgt Fowler, 4th Supply Bn

Ms. Pack Trotta, 3rd FAST FRA 
Ms. Mary-Catherine Benbow, Joint Forces Command

Ms. Erin Mott, FRPT/RDST/Lifeskills Trainer

Ms. Chantal Arsnoe, LINKS Trainer
The meeting was called to order at 1000 by Karina Phillips, all were welcomed and invited all to introduce themselves.    

A.   Guest Speaker – NMFA – Ms. Katie Savant & Ms. Ann Hamilton
Ms Katie Savant, the Deputy Director of Government Relations at NMFA began the guest presentation explaining some of the major legislative breakthroughs NMFA has had for military families in recent months (and years) such as the Spousal Relief Act, the Interstate Compact, etc.  She brought up the idea of having a school liaison for our next guest speaker. She also introduced many in the meeting to a number of opportunities for spouses and family members (including the scholarships provided by NMFA, Operation Purple Camps, 2010 pilot program for spouses to get federal internship opportunities, 10 Thinks Military Teens want you to know, legislation newsletter). More information can be found at www.militaryfamily.org. After that, Ms. Hamilton, the Eastern Region Field Coordinator, talked more about the research being conducted by NMFA and the volunteer opportunities available within NMFA.

B. MCFTB
Ms Phillips presented on recent updates within MCFTB.  Specifically she presented on the status of the hiring process for the EFMP Caseworker, Trainer and Admin Assistant who will report to MCFTB but be housed at Naval Medical Center Portsmouth (NMCP).  Staff will be fully on board mid February.  Furniture Delivery is set at NMCP  and the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the EFMP center is set for Monday, 22 February. More info to follow. We are beginning to plan for Volunteer Appreciation  annual event and will be requesting that all commands and FROs turn in their lists of volunteers (with addresses) to MCFTB by March 1. We will plan to hold a meeting regarding this at the end of February (date TBA).
C.   Unit Personal and Family Readiness Program (UPFRP)

Ms Phillips and Mr Flanary presented the new order/new form for U&FRF and discussed the implementation of the new forms. The new forms can be found in the same place on the www.mccscampallen.com website as the old forms were and should be used effective immediately.
D.  Readiness & Deployment Support/Family Readiness Program Training
MCFTB has a Family Readiness Assistant/Advisor Training scheduled for 30 January.  We are excited to announce an increase in our R&R Briefs & Post-Deployment Briefs for Marines scheduled throughout the commands, particularly in the MCSFR and are very pleased with their attendance. To set up a brief or for any questions regarding Deployment or Family Readiness trainings, please contact Erin Mott.
E.  L.I.N.K.S.

LINKS Mentor Training is scheduled from 6-9pm on Tuesday and Wednesday, February 9&10. Anyone interested in becoming a LINKS Mentor is welcome. Additionally LINKS for Marines continues to be a success with 3rd FAST being next in line for the training the third week of February. LINKS for Kids is scheduled for Saturday, 20 February and is slated to run from 11am to 3pm. All children between the ages of 5-12 are welcome to attend.  Please contact Chantal Arsnoe with any questions.

F.  Open Floor

· Mrs Natonski shared the Thrift shop had recently renovated and reorganized their merchandise. She also reminded us about the Thrift Shop Scholarships that are available. 

· SgtMaj Farrall also reminded us about Fleet and Family Support Centers (FFSC) Military Saves Campaign which will be presented inside the EWTGLANT Auditorium.
· Del Kluball, FRO for MCSFR, informed us that one platoon had been sent down to Haiti from 1st FAST. 

· Ms Trotta inquired about the new law affecting the state tax a spouse would (or would not) pay, that the active duty spouse could now claim the same state as his/her active duty spouse and not the state tax in which they actually live and work.  NMFA will send MCFTB updated information for distribution.
· It was announced that NMFA is to host a “town hall” type meeting, today at 1300, at MCSFR Family Readiness center.  All are welcome to attend.  Marketing about the event was done and currently about 8 spouses are planning to attend.

The next meeting will be scheduled in the second quarter of 2010.  Date/time TBD.  Agenda items and guest speaker suggestions are welcome.

Respectfully submitted

Karina Phillips

MCFTB Director, Camp Allen
